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Diterview with AHEC Committee 


1. At the request of Mr. Ashcraft for -etcha®,, ‘Wi Division, 


. Frenk Sheridan {aterviewod the comsittee for APEC at the Weshington 


Field Office sa 24 March 1961. ‘hey consisted of Abel Mestre. Victor 
Pedroso, Silvio Emabria, Leslie Pantin, Carlos Garcia del Tron, and 
Foul Seilman. Mestre steted that the organization vas founded about 
Jime 1960 in Miaxt es 8 clandestine apolitical group with the objective 
to ovurtarow Castro, to unite the various Cuven exile Mui at to 


oro -erente lews fur the.effective reconstruction of Cuba. Hembership 1s 
- Serprisad of. individual businesses rather than representatives of 


ee a aa 


2. The coxssittee hed been wpeeting with various United States 
officials in veshington, D. Co, to express ite vicws. Ite mebers 
are worried over bm propaganaa, which, although wtrue, has becn 
accepted es fact, 1.a., twenty thousend killings by Hetista and the 
elain that Castro’ B wes & social revolution rather than a political : 
ong. ‘they poiuted out that the Qian econory vos forserly proeporing 


with an enlerging middle class, se that the term social revolution 


hes been wood vy Castro primarily. <o promote iciist cussures. ia 
aldition, labor legielation vas in effect which actually pot euployers 


et @ disadvantage with axployees, camparcd to ths other countries of 


Latin Anerica. ‘Tho problem facing Cuban labor wes prinarily the 


‘pceaponal Gms crop econcnye tow the pecole Lave less pay, less 


camodities evadisble, no claims agniast anyone end merely vork for 
a Castro-Conaniat government. The farmer hag not been helpsd by 
agrarien reform, but hes been obliged to enter cooperatives or to 


‘pell his crags e% controlled prices, which are pald when end how 


the govermeent pleasce. This is merely an initation of uhet Castro © 
promised. . 


36 “fhe commttes fecls thet mopoorters of the revolution actually 
were seaking Lonvsty in goverment eui the Liberty outlined in the’ 
1940 constitution. In this regard, the orabers feel that the Coumists 
aay try for e eecénd round in any soverament reniecing Castro. Such 
on toteurin regione must develop careZul measures to promote tre 
democratic elections. This govurmeest may include covert Comamists 
uto would be a conustamt threat. For thia reason, it waa exphestzed 
end re-exmnasized thut the exile leatars be post cereney screened 
by the United states before their returi to Ciba. 
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4. A maijor concert bea been uniftestion of the various exiled 
factions. This has ny started, but tie committee fools that. 
wusinesanen such as they repreceat should be proportionately represented 
in eny new govermast during the eastera period of reconstruction. : 
They belicve that no lefists of any shais should bs included in the 
provisional sovertmant.  Cusinens representatives of the econant¢ 


eclagecs: should. participate for the firwt time in’ Cuban politics end. 


" ghould be consulted e2 all steges» 


5. They enybasised that the problen {s not merely ® Cuben one, 
but ie @ GQmamist @epringbosrd against the United States. They urged. 


‘thet the United states co vhat they, the businessmn, failed to do in. 


Cubs - to teke the ofmmsive. Developmsts in Cute have followed the Poe hy at 
clascic Casmmist techniques, £0 thet it should rot be difficult to . tog : 
enticipase future nores. United States proepeagania must be overhauled. 
It stould be lese pesstve em) nore effectively aggressive. To. date, 
orozagenda has been the Camamniste’ sost effective vespan aod the 


 Tmited States bas lost to the point that tt is threatened by a serious 


Yous. of reayect in Letia awerion. Although it bas long bean the basic 
ideal socal, some Latins are degianing to wouler whether they are right 
shout tha United States end vbathor they stoald mitch aides. Fidel - 
Castro won hie revolution by proyagamia @ai not by armed. 


Ge tha @rinary vorry of the comittse scams to be the lefist 
orientation of leaders vbo-bavu taken over the in exile 
during recent days. Shey aghasized thet dda peels a Cenocratic nm 
govormmsact end they fees = tyranny of the richt or the left. Tha 
imited Stetes must realise that gome of the exile leaders participated 
im EAS we Peotws anyormh ami miabé try to continue sac 


fe ERT ASwUTS. tn th: Stes 


‘of the bed espects of the Castro program. 


7. Silvio Sarshria commented thet» although CIA appeared to bo- 
tn touch with all of the other Cuben grospc, no one bad eyroachsd 
his orgenizstion to assist or to learn uiet it was doing: The whole 
emmnittse offered to be of any possible assistance to CIA & any tine. 
No effort was pate to solicit information or funds from CIA during © 
this session. : x ; = 


F. J. Svrida. 
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